


Socrciac @M&C&M
In her book The Power of Inquiry, Kath Murdoch highlights Socratic questioning as

an effective way to encourage learners 1o Inquire info their own thinking and
exp\ore move deep\\/ what, how and why The\/ Think

Socrates was famous for his use of questions as an instructional tool, preferring
to draw his pupils towards deeper thinking through questions rather than direct
statetments.

The following pages outline examples of different question stems that could be
used in the classroom fo:

o clarify

* probe assumptions

* justify and seek evidence

e elicit other perspectives and viewpoints

e explore/ reveal implications and consequences

e think about the question itself
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Questionsts Qasily

e \\What do You mean by....

e Are YOu say‘mg....

e Could you restate that in another wa\/?

e How does that connect with.. (the idea/ concept/
Text be‘mg discussed)
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e \What makes YOu say that?

e \Where did you get that idea from?

o M‘\ghT there be another way of \oong at that?

e Can you elaborate on your Th\nK‘mg?
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Questionsts Justely & Seck Eidemce
* Can you give me an example of.

e How do You know that..

e How m'\ghT someone argue against that?
o \/\/hy do you Think so0?

e Can you support your Th\nk\ng with evidence?

e \What would you Nneed 10 chomge Your ’rh‘\nk‘mg?
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Bucstionsts Hict Qicr Qurspecives &
Viewpouds

e \\What's another way of \oong at this?

o |{ YOu were.. what m'\ghT you say/ do/ think?

e How does this compare with ..'s view?

* \\W/ho would agree with you? VVho would d‘\sagree?

e How does this fit with what you a\ready KNow?
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e 50 if this is true, what would it mean for....

e \\What m'\ghT that lead 107
e \/WVhat if this is not the case?

e \\What would happen if.
e \/What lies beneath the surface of this?

e \What's at the core or center of this?
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Qucstionsts Think Aboitthe Question
S

* Why do you think fhis question is important?

* IS there a befter way of asking this?

o |f we asked the quesﬂon This way, how would our
Th\nk\ng change?
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