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Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic School, The Entrance 
 Stage 3 History 

Unit Title: Australia As A Nation Stage: Three                    Year: Six                    Term: Two, 2017 

Unit Description: This topic moves from colonial Australia to the development of 
Australia as a nation, particularly after 1901. Students explore the factors that led to 
Federation and experiences of democracy and citizenship over time. Students 
understand the significance of Australia's British heritage, the Westminster system and 
other models that influenced the development of Australia's system of government. 
Students learn about the way of life of people who migrated to Australia and their 
contributions to Australia's economic and social development. 

Key Inquiry Questions: 
1. Why and how did Australia become a nation? 
2. How did Australian society change throughout the twentieth century? 
3. Who were the people who came to Australia? Why did they come? 
4. What contribution have significant individuals and groups made to the development 

of Australian society? 

Outcomes Historical Skills Historical Concepts 

HT3-3: identifies change and continuity 
and describes the causes and effects of 
change on Australian society 

 

HT3-4: describes and explains the 
struggles for rights and freedoms in 
Australia, including Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples 

 

HT3-5: applies a variety of skills of 
historical inquiry and communication 

 

The following historical skills are integrated into the lesson 
sequences: 
Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts 
• respond, read and write, to show understanding of historical 

matters 
• sequence historic people and events 
• use historical terms and concepts  
Analysis and use of sources 
• locate relevant information from sources provided 
• compare information from a range of sources 
Perspectives and interpretations 
• identify different points of view in the past and present 
Empathetic understanding 
• explain why the behaviour and attitudes of people from the 

past may differ from today 
Research 
• identify and pose questions to inform an historical inquiry 
• identify and locate a range of relevant sources to support an 

historical inquiry 
Explanation and communication 
• develop historical texts, particularly narratives and 

descriptions, which incorporate source material 
• use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic, written) 

and digital technologies 
 

The following historical concepts are integrated into the lesson 
sequences: 
 
Continuity and change: some things change over time and 
others remain the same  
 
Cause and effect: events, decisions or developments in the past 
that produce later actions, results or effects  
 
Perspectives: people from the past will have different views and 
experiences  
 
Empathetic understanding: an understanding of another’s point 
of view, way of life and decisions made in a different time 
 
Significance: the importance of an event, development or 
individual/group  
 
Contestability: historical events or issues may be interpreted 
differently by historians 
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Content Teaching, Learning & Assessment Evaluation Resources 

Stories of groups of 
people who migrated to 

Australia (including from 
ONE Asian country) & the 

reasons they migrated, 
such as World War II & 

Australian migration 
programs since the war. 

 
Students will: 
 
 Identify reasons why 
people migrate to Australia, 
the challenges they face 
and the importance of 
belonging and feeling 
welcome in a new home. 
 
Use sources such as 
oral history to research 
stories of migration to 
Australia, including the 
experiences of ONE Asian 
family, explaining reasons 
for migration 

 

Key inquiry Question:  
3. Who were the people who came to Australia? Why did they come? 

  
 
The Little Refugee by 
Anh Do (picture book) 
The Happiest Refugee 
by Anh Do 
 
Think – Puzzle – 
Explore Routine card 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Migration Cartoon 
 
Migration close 
passage  
BTN: Refugees & 
Migrants clip 
 
 
 
 
 
ABC Interactive map 
 
You tube clip Australian 
Immigration  
 
Various clips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peeling the Fruit 
thinking routine card 
Peeling the Fruit 
template 

□ Canberra Excursion (May 24th – 26th)   
□ NB: Begin reading The Happiest Refugee by Anh Do and discuss his story of migration to Australia as 

the story progresses. 
□ Think – Puzzle – Explore thinking routine to gauge background knowledge and questions about 

migrants and refugees. 

o What do you think you know? Ask this question and give students think time before or whilst 

recording.  

o What questions or puzzles do you have? Record responses. Push thinking further by inviting 

students to wonder about the topic with additional questions.  

o How can we explore these puzzles? Identify a puzzle/ question from the list, or highlight a couple. 

Ask how might we explore these puzzles further?  

□ Pose the question: Why might people migrate to Australia?  

o Examine the migration cartoon and discuss the 4 characters’ choices for migrating to Australia (see 

appendix A1) 
o Complete Migration – forced and voluntary close passage (see appendix A2) 

o Re-examine the cartoon and identify which characters migrated voluntarily and which were forced.  

o Watch BTN episode: Refugees and Migrants http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm 

o Define the terms migrant and refugee – discuss and record similarities and differences between 
the two groups. 

o Make a list of the ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors that have contributed to people migrating to Australia. 
▪ PUSH: conditions that drive people to leave their country 
▪ PULL: conditions that attract people to a new country 

▪ Examine ABC’s interactive map to explore where Australian migrants come from http://splash.abc.net.au/statistics-

game/#/view/country-of-birth/big-picture  map these on a world map (Maths link: determine distance by air to Australia) 
o Watch the you tube clip Australian Immigration, which examines Australia in the 20 th century 

asking ‘Who came to our country?’ https://youtu.be/BVPJ842-fEk 

□ Examine a number of migrant stories, including discussions around why they migrated, how it might 
have felt, challenges they faced. 

o Cuc Lam  Vietnamese Migrant (4:52) http://dl.nfsa.gov.au/module/1425/  

o William’s Family  Liberian Migrants (4:05) http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3343578.htm  

o Australian Migration – The Italian Experience (2:48) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qYCPM3oAZY   

o Nguyen Family  Vietnamese Migrants (4:18) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjshmaU5eRs  

o Johnson Maker  Sudanese Migrant (3:53) http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3895053.htm  

o Could use this clip again: Refugees and Migrants http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm 
□ Understanding Migration (Assessment) 

o Choose ONE of the migration stories from above 

o Complete a Peeling the Fruit thinking routine to gain a deeper understanding of the layers 
associated with someone’s migration journey. 

1. Outside Skin: Describe what’s there! 
What do you see? What do you notice? 

2. Under the Skin: Puzzles and Questions! 
What are two questions you have about this migration story? 

3. Substance: Building Explanations! 
What is really going on? What is it really about? 

4. Substance: Making Connections! 
How does this fit with your life? other texts? the world? 

5. Substance: Different Viewpoints! 
How could this have been seen differently? 

6. Core: Capture the Heart & Form Conclusions! 
What can we learn from this migration story? 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm
http://splash.abc.net.au/statistics-game/#/view/country-of-birth/big-picture
http://splash.abc.net.au/statistics-game/#/view/country-of-birth/big-picture
https://youtu.be/BVPJ842-fEk
http://dl.nfsa.gov.au/module/1425/
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3343578.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qYCPM3oAZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjshmaU5eRs
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3895053.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm
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Content Teaching, Learning & Assessment Evaluation Resources 

The contribution of 
individuals and groups, 
to the development of 

Australian society.  
 

Students will: 
 
Explain how migrants 
have contributed to 
Australian society 
 
Using a range of 
sources, research and 
describe the contribution of 
Indigenous peoples and 
other groups to Australian 
society  

Key inquiry Question:  
4. What contribution have significant individuals and groups made to the development of 

Australian society? 

  

□ Choose an individual or group that has made a contribution to the development of Australian society. 
Investigate the contribution made and in which area of Australian society the contribution was made. 
Pose the following questions:  
o Do you consider this contribution to be significant? Why?  
o Consider what criteria need to be considered to decide what is significant.  
o Does the contribution need to be significant?  

□ Using the information gained from both the migrant stories and the discussion above, 
what contribution(s) have these people made to Australian society? 

□ Some suggestions include: 
Migrants and the Snowy Mountains Scheme 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4560038.htm 

Chinese Migration: Captain John Egge 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4178063.htm 

John Hemmes – Australian 
fashion & hospitality  

Anh Do – Author, Comedian  Dr Karl Kruszelnicki – scientist  Richard Pratt - Visy 

Aliir Aliir – AFL football player 
 

Julia Gillard – former Australian Prime 
Minister 

Waleed Aly – Australian radio 
and television presenter 

Richie Benaud – Cricket commentator Fred Hollows – Eye Surgeon 
 

Barry Humphries/ Dame Edna 
Everidge  

Cyril Callister – Founder of Vegemite  Caroline Chisholm – humanitarian  Tony Abbott – former Australian 
Prime Minister 

Vincent Lingiari – Aboriginal rights activist  Eddie Mabo – Indigenous land rights 
campaigner  

Rupert Murdoch – media mogul 

Frank Lowy – chairman of Westfield 
corporation 

Sir Donald Bradman – Australia cricketer Cathy Freeman – Olympic 
athlete & advocate 

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith - aviator Saint Mary MacKillop Ian Kiernan – Clean Up Australia 
founder 

Surf Life Saving Australia   

 

□ Representing Migrant Contributions to Australian Society (Assessment) 
o Students create a series of photographs/pictures/images/captions to portray the contributions 

of migrants to Australian society. During a group conference with the teacher, students explain the 
contributions of the people represented and why their contribution was significant. 

o This could be a website that could link together as a class achievement, or a Wiki page: 
www.wikispaces.com. 

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4560038.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4178063.htm
http://www.wikispaces.com/
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Assessment 

Assessment for Learning: 
“Assessment for learning involves teachers using 
evidence about students' knowledge, 
understanding and skills to inform their teaching. 
Sometimes referred to as ‘formative assessment', 
it usually occurs throughout the teaching and 
learning process to clarify student learning and 
understanding.” 

Assessment as Learning: 
“Assessment as learning occurs when students 
are their own assessors. Students monitor their 
own learning, ask questions and use a range of 
strategies to decide what they know and can do, 
and how to use assessment for new learning”  
 

Assessment of Learning: 
“Assessment of learning assists teachers in using evidence of student 
learning to assess achievement against outcomes and standards. 
Sometimes referred to as ‘summative assessment', it usually occurs at 
defined key points during a unit of work or at the end of a unit, term or 
semester, and may be used to rank or grade students. The effectiveness 
of assessment of learning for grading or ranking depends on the validity 
and reliability of activities. Its effectiveness as an opportunity for learning 
depends on the nature and quality of the feedback.” 

 

Key Inquiry Question: 3 Key Inquiry Question: 4 

1. Understanding Migration 
o Choose ONE of the migration stories from the list 

o Complete a Peeling the Fruit thinking routine to gain a deeper understanding of the layers 
associated with someone’s migration journey. 

7. Outside Skin: Describe what’s there! 
What do you see? What do you notice? 

8. Under the Skin: Puzzles and Questions! 
What are two questions you have about this migration story? 

9. Substance: Building Explanations! 
What is really going on? What is it really about? 

10. Substance: Making Connections! 
How does this fit with your life? other texts? the world? 

11. Substance: Different Viewpoints! 
How could this have been seen differently? 

12. Core: Capture the Heart & Form Conclusions! 
What can we learn from this migration story? 

 

2. Representing Migrant Contributions to Australian Society 
o Students create a series of photographs/pictures/images/captions to portray the contributions 

of migrants to Australian society. During a group conference with the teacher, students 
explain the contributions of the people represented and why their contribution was significant. 

o This could be a website that could link together as a class achievement, or a Wiki page: 
www.wikispaces.com. 

 

Links to other Key Learning Areas 
Statistics About Migration (Mathematics) 
□ Survey the class to find out how many students have families 

that migrated from another country. 
□ Create a graph to illustrate the results.  

Shared Text (English)  
□ Refugees – David Miller  
□ The Arrival – Shaun Tan 
□ The Little Refugee – Ahn Do 
□ Ziba Came on a Boat – Liz Lofthouse 
 
Modelled Text (English)  
□ The Happiest Refugee – Anh Do 
□ Girl Underground & Boy Overboard – Morris 

Gleitzman 
□ A Safe Place to Live – Bic Walker 
□ Walk in my shoes – Alwyn Evans 

 

 

  

http://www.wikispaces.com/
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USEFUL SOURCES: 

Key Inquiry Question: 3 Key Inquiry Question: 4 

□ BTN episode: Refugees and Migrants  
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm 

□ ABC Interactive Map – Where Australian migrants come from 
http://splash.abc.net.au/statistics-game/#/view/country-of-birth/big-picture   

□ Australian Immigration in the 20th Century (You Tube clip) 
https://youtu.be/BVPJ842-fEk  

□ Australian Migration – The Italian Experience 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qYCPM3oAZY   

□ Digital Story of Migration from Vietnam to Australia 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjshmaU5eRs   

□ Anh Do talks about his migration from Vietnam to Australia as a refugee 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhGETRI81DE   

□  

□ Migrants and the Snowy Mountains Scheme  
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4560038.htm  

□ Chinese Migration: Captain John Egge  
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4178063.htm   

□ Notable Australian migrants 
http://www.executivestyle.com.au/they-came-they-conquered-2i4wf   
http://www.freemigrationagents.org.au/notable-australian-refugees/  

□ Copacabana Get Smart Weebly 
http://getsmarts.weebly.com/australia-as-a-nation-govt.html  

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm
http://splash.abc.net.au/statistics-game/#/view/country-of-birth/big-picture
https://youtu.be/BVPJ842-fEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qYCPM3oAZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjshmaU5eRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhGETRI81DE
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4560038.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4178063.htm
http://www.executivestyle.com.au/they-came-they-conquered-2i4wf
http://www.freemigrationagents.org.au/notable-australian-refugees/
http://getsmarts.weebly.com/australia-as-a-nation-govt.html
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Appendix: 

A1. Migration Cartoon 
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A2. Migration Close Passage: Forced and Voluntary 

Migration – forced & voluntary 
Place the 10 words from the table to help make sense of the 

text below. 

homesick population live improve dangerous 

family escape home countries forced 

 

We live in a world where people have always been on the move – migrating 

to _______________ in different places and even different countries. 

People have migrated to Australia for numerous reasons and come from 

many places. Australia is a multicultural country with people from over 

200 _____________ . In 2010, one quarter or 25 percent of the 

Australian _______________ was born overseas. 

Migrants 

Sometimes people choose to move because they want to ________ their 

economic and/or social wellbeing. They move to work in a better paying 

job, to join their _____________ or to find warmer weather. This is 

often an exciting move that has been planned, belongings carefully 

packed and farewells made to family and friends. Later, if the move does 

not work out as they had hoped or they get _________________, they 

can always return to their _______________ country. This is called 

voluntary migration. 

Refugees 

However, other people are ________________ to move because their 

home country is too dangerous. These are people who have fled their 

homes in order to ______________ conflict or persecution. This is 

often a scary and _________________ move, and the people may have 

to flee suddenly and take only the clothes on their backs. Most refugees 

are not able to return to their home country. This is called forced 

migration.   

Migration – forced & voluntary 
Place the 10 words from the table to help make sense of the 

text below. 

homesick population live improve dangerous 

family escape home countries forced 

 

We live in a world where people have always been on the move – migrating 

to _______________ in different places and even different countries. 

People have migrated to Australia for numerous reasons and come from 

many places. Australia is a multicultural country with people from over 

200 _____________ . In 2010, one quarter or 25 percent of the 

Australian _______________ was born overseas. 

Migrants 

Sometimes people choose to move because they want to ________ their 

economic and/or social wellbeing. They move to work in a better paying 

job, to join their _____________ or to find warmer weather. This is 

often an exciting move that has been planned, belongings carefully 

packed and farewells made to family and friends. Later, if the move does 

not work out as they had hoped or they get _________________, they 

can always return to their _______________ country. This is called 

voluntary migration. 

Refugees 

However, other people are ________________ to move because their 

home country is too dangerous. These are people who have fled their 

homes in order to ______________ conflict or persecution. This is 

often a scary and _________________ move, and the people may have 

to flee suddenly and take only the clothes on their backs. Most refugees 

are not able to return to their home country. This is called forced 

migration.   

 


